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Presidential Pondering

P Dr. Wesley Wong, SDS President

il
= It has been an honor and pleasure to represent Stanislaus
V Dental Society as a board member for the past 3 years. |
I fXaWll have learned so much in this short time and encourage
other members to participate as a board member in our
organization. The most eye-opening and significant thing that | learned is

that CDA does so much for their members.

Years ago, as a benefit to its members, CDA started TDIC in an effort to
control the continual unreasonable and unwarranted rise in malpractice
liability insurance. Members and non-members benefit each year
monetarily from the low cost of insurance. The reason dentists pay so little
for insurance for so long is because TDIC controls the market. It forces
other carriers to keep prices competitive to TDIC. Think of all the years
and all the dentists who have benefited from TDIC. This will continue to
benefit dentists every year.

Today, again to benefit members, CDA has started TDSC. TDSC, The
Dentists Service Company, has started to offer members dental products
at greatly-reduced rates. This service is at the beginning stages, but the
goal is to provide members dental products at a price point that will be
competitive to other supply companies. TDSC would like to offer prices
equal to the purchasing power of large dental corporations.

Finally, the CDAO6s efforts to rep
been inspiring. This ongoing battle has given dentists a voice against the
insurance companies. It took CDA three and a half years of litigation to
block Delta Dental from reducing reimbursement rates for the Premier
Plan saving dentists nearly a half-billion dollars in fee reimbursements.

I n closing 16d |Iike thank Robin f
and the board. |l 6d also like to a
Let 0s do our part and continue

Encourage your peers and colleagues to stay connected to our profession.

O o
o x -

£

Wesley Wong, DDS
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2017 SDS Officers

President
Wesley Wong, DDS

President-Elect
Dean Brewer, DDS

Treasurer
Amanda Farley, DDS

Secretary
Victor Pak, DDS

Editor
Toshi Hart, DDS

Trustee
John Sulak, DDS

Immediate Past President
Nicholas Poblete, DDS

2017 Committee Chairs
Bylaws
Matt Swatman, DDS, MSD

Media Relations
Bruce Valentine, DDS

s e n t Commgnity Healths { g

Preston Payne, DDS

Continuing Education
Jacob Barber, DDS

Ethics
Dr. Matt Swatman, DDS, MSD
s being

dontctloq;y e
mergency

Legislative
Andrew P. Soderstrom, DDS

Membership
Victor Pak, DDS

Peer Review
Jennifer Leon -Guerrero, DDS

Program
Dean Brewer, DDS

Well-Being
Michael Shaw, MD, DDS

agai |

Toll Free Numbers

ADA. . .. (800) 621-8099
CDA. . .. (800) 232-7645
TDIC . .. (800) 733-0634
Denti-Cal Referral

€ééé. (8006384322
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[Welcome to the Newest Members of the 2018 Stanislaus Dental Society Board of Directors! ]

[ Samer Hamza, DDSO Secretary

| was born in Damascus, Syria and attended the school of Dentistry at the @ty
Damascus University. | earned my license to practice in California in early 20(?’
and have been practlcmg in Stanislaus County since.

dentist. | then opened a private practice in Turlock back in 2007 and am curre:
working on expanding and moving my office from its original location to the
Turlock Professional Park on Geer. | will be celebrating the officeygéen
anniversary this December.

| have resided in Turlock since 2004 with my wife, Areeje, and three boys, Ad
14, Tim 9, and baby Logan. | am involved in the Rotary club and am eager to
the local community. | enjoy the beautiful California outdoors and my favorite
destination is Yosemite National Park.

[ Charles Kimd Editor ]

| was born in Columbus, Ohio and was raised in South Korea from the age of 2
to 14. | attended the University of Utah as an undergrad and then the UCSF
School of Dentistry.did a Lutheran AEGD residency and moved to Turlock for
a wonderful job opportunity in 2012 and my practice is in Waterford.

| am married to Jasmine and we have two gidsanna (2 years old) and Lillian
(2 months old). | can't wait for Lillian to get a little bit bigger so that we can
participate more actively in the HOPE medical / dental van. | do a lot of movie
watching and eating yummy food but traveling is on hold unlilan has

passed the breast feeding stages of her life. :)

2018 Board of Directors
Dean Brewer, DDS® President Victor Pak, DDS6 Treasurer
Amanda Farley, DDS& President-Elect Samer Hamza, DDSd Editor
Charles Kim, DDS i Editor

2018 Committee Chairs

Continuing Educationd Open Well-beingd Michael Shaw, MD, DDS
Community Healthd Preston Payne, DDS Legislatived Andy Soderstrom, DDS
Ethics/Bylawsd Matt Swatman, DDS, MSD Media Relationsd Open

Programd Amanda Farley, DDS Membershipd Samer Hamza, DDS

Forensic Odontology & State Emergencyd Gary Found, DDS Peer Reviewd Jennifer Leon-Guerrero, DDS
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[Stanislaus Dental Society Trustee Report]

A ,} CDA Trustee meeting, October 13, 2017

As always, there is a lot going on at CDA. The California Dental Association is always searching for ways to
increase the value of your CDA membership. Whether it be through the collaborative efforts of the CDA legal
department in the litigation against Delta Dental, community outreach, direct member benefits through TDIC
and now TDSC, or the strengthening of the organization itself, CDA is working to provide its members
benefits that will help them succeed in their dental practices.

As you may know, CDA has been involved in litigation against Delta Dental. CDA took on this case because
we felt that our members were being treated unfairly. Much time, effort, and resources were spent to defend
your rights as dental practitioners. The case is winding down and the final results and details should be
available in early 2018. We look forward to working with Delta Dental in the future to insure that our member
dentists can continue to provide the best dental care possible to their patients.

CDA has always recognized the importance of giving back to our communities. Relief aid was allocated to

the victims of hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria. The money that CDA, and you as a member, contributed

wi || have a direct impact on the recovery of all tho
was another resounding success. Since the first CDA Cares in Modesto, over $19.25 million of dental

treatment has been provided for 23,509 needy patients, by 20,350 generous volunteers. We give a heartfelt

thanks to all the volunteers and sponsors. And yes, we do need your help and support. CDA Cares

AAnahei mo wi | |-28p2618 hnd CA CAresrMIODES2O/will be held October 26-27, 2018.

Go to the CDA website and sign up to be a part of something wonderful.

TDIC, The Dentist Insurance Company has helped many participating dentists save thousands of dollars on
their insurance premiums. The lower cost of insurance premiums through TDIC has also helped keep down
the cost of insurance across the board. TDIC continues to be successful as it grows and expands into
out-of-state markets. If you are not using TDIC as a carrier for your insurance, check them out. The savings
they offer to CDA members will surprise you. Being acutely aware of how increasing costs affect us as
practitioners, CDA has launched TDSC, The Dentist Service Company, which offers savings in the areas of
practice management, consulting, and supplies. |l enc
the CDA website and shop for your dental supply needs, offered to CDA members at significant discounts.

It is important that CDA, as an organization, remains strong to benefit all its members. Whether it be through
the new strategic plan and mission statement, sound budgetary and financial practices, or the upgrading of
buildings and infrastructure, CDA is committed to being available as an organization to support and benefit its
members for years to come.

The California Dental Association Board of Trusteeds
membership. All of us as CDA members benefit from the many hours of hard work from the Board of

Trustees. It is an honor to serve as your Stanislaus Dental Society Trustee, and to serve with so many

individuals who are committed to the benefit of the dental profession, its members, and to our communities

by providing a strong organization and giving us a united voice.

Sincerely,

John L. Sulak, D.D.S.
Stanislaus Dental Society, Trustee
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American Dental Association and CAQH Team Up to Simplify Credentialing Process for Dentists

The ADA® credentialing service, powered by CAQH ProView®,
will help reduce repetitive paperwork

CHICAGO, IL, Oct. 10, 2017 o In an effort to reduce administrative burdens for all dentists, the
ADA and CAQH have formed a strategic alliance to help streamline the credentialing process for dentists,
dental plans and employers. The ADA® credentialing service, powered by CAQH ProView®, enables
dentists to enter their professional and practice information one time in an easy-to-use, fast and protected
digital platform.

sts

his coll aboration i s
entistry through a sm
roviders and over 900

AfWe hope the days of dent.
Dr. Joseph Crowley, ADA President-e | ect . AT
simplify the business of d
million other healthcare p

Any U.S. practicing dentist can participate in this service by visiting ADA.org/godigital and then selecting
the AMy Credent i al 0termsamadcondiBops, theadentspwillibe rgdirdctadeo the CAQH
ProView Welcome Page. There, he or she will see certain prepopulated information from the ADA - or the
information attested to previously - making it easier and quicker for the dentist to complete and attest.

Once a profile is complete and attested, dentists grant permission to the dental plans and other
participating organizations they choose to access their data. The information can be used not only for
credentialing, but also for provider directories, network adequacy and other business needs. A number of
dental payers already participate in CAQH ProView; view the full list at CAQH.org/proviewdentalplans.

A b
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Dentists can update their information any time. Automatic reminders will encourage dentists to review and
attest to their information every 120 days so that profiles remain timely and accurate. The system will also
prompt users if their licenses or other documentation are about to expire.

Learn more about the ADA credentialing service at ADA.org/credentialing. Learn more about CAQH
ProView at caghproview.org.

About CAQH

CAQH, a non-profit alliance, is the leader in creating shared initiatives to streamline the business of health-
care. Through collaboration and innovation, CAQH accelerates the transformation of business processes,
delivering value to providers, patients and health plans. Visit www.cagh.org for more information and follow
us on Twitter and LinkedIn.

CAAH  PROVIEW. " oma

Solutions Association®
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http://www.ada.org/godigital
http://www.caqh.org/proviewdentalplans
http://www.caqh.org/
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SDS Members Givilng

Salvation Army Red Kettle Kickoff

Congratulations to members of SDS who supported the Salvation Army at it 25th Annual
Kettle Kickoff luncheon at Modesto Centre Plaza on November 16. The event raised over
$215,000 for our community of which $2,000 was raised by participating
SDS member dentists! The event includes a turkey dinner with all the
trimmings and a hilarious seven-minute dash through the seated crowd of
attendees carrying a red kettle collecting all the money they can. Money
raised supports many people in our community by helping provide food,
shelter and programs. Some of our SDS members regularly support this
event by reserving tables. If you watch this 1:45minute video,
https:// www. youtube. com/ watch?v=0\_.""_ _8ZI at
one you may recognize!

This is an annual event and any member of SDS interested in participating next year can
contact the SDS office. Maybe weol l make YOU c

Ci Corps
Modesto Ciiadel
Kettles Kickoff
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Hope Dental Van

¢CKS 121 CNBS /ftAyAO0Qa Y2 osikonts faRiky it Stdnislalis Gounky foafoup S S
years. We are able to provide basic services including composite fillings, extractions, ultrasonic debridement
cleanings, and patient education. Nine months out of the year, we work at rotating locations every Saturday

morning. We are always looking for others to join our volunteer team. Dentists, assistants, medical dogtors,

nurses, and administrative people to help register our patients. Contact Sarah-&220346, ext. 313 if
you are interested. Our annual orientation is March 31, 2018. This is a great time for you to join our tegm! If
you have any questions, please contact Dr. Corey Acree at (2096529

Stats from starting until 10/27/17: o
Caries: 425 ‘ 7’7 ‘
Extractions: 209
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